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left in a little hut prepared for the purpose with a little food. They now
show great heartlessness towards helpless old people.1 Bushmen abandon
the aged with a little food and water.2 In the Niger Protectorate the old
and useless are killed. The bodies are smoked and pulverized and the pow-
der is made into little balls with water and corn. The balls are dried and
kept to be used as food.3 The Somali exploit the old in work to the last
point, and then cast them out to die of hunger.4 The people of the Arctic
regions generally put the aged to death on account of the hard life condi-
tions. The aged of the Chuckches demand, as a right, to be put to death.5
Life is so hard and food so scarce tnat they are indifferent to death, and
the acquiescence of the victim is described as complete and willing.6 A case
is also described7 of an old man of that tribe who was put to death at his
own request by relatives, who thought that they performed a sacred obliga-
tion. The Yakuts formerly had a similar custom, the old man begging his
children to dispatch him. They thrust him into a hole in the forest, where
they left him with vessels, tools, and a little food. Sometimes a man and
his wife were buried together. There was no such thing as respect for the
aged or for aged relatives amongst the Yakuts. Younger men plundered,
scolded, and abused the elder.8

335. " The custom of putting a violent end to the aged and infirm sur-
vived from the primeval period into historic times not infrequently amongst
the Indo-European peoples. It can be authenticated in Vedic antiquity,
amongst the Iranians (Bactrians and Caspian peoples), and amongst the
ancient Germans, Slavs, and Prussians." 9 The Bactrians cast the old and
sick to the dogs.10 The Massagetas made a sacrifice of cattle and of an old
man, and ate the whole. This was a happy end. Those who died of disease
were buried and were thought less fortunate.11 " As far as I know no men-
tion is made among the Aryans of the putting to death of old people in
general (we first meet with it in the migratory period), nor of the putting to
death of parents by their children ; but their casting out is mentioned." **
The Greeks treated the old with neglect and disrespect.13 Gomme14 quotes
a fifteenth-century MS. of a Parsifal episode in which the hero congratu-
lates himself that he is not like the men of Wales, " where sons pull their
fathers out of bed and kill them to save the disgrace of their dying in
bed." He also cites mention of the "holy mawle which (they fancy) hung
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